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Mission Statement
improve the quality of life

promote economic opportunities
protect & improve Indian Trust assets
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Global Climate Change





Breaking Up Indian Country Into 
Rectangles

One Long Furrow
(250 steps) “furlong” 
(the “pint” of English measurements)
(1 mile = 8 furlongs = 2,000 Steps )

1/10 (furlong) = 1 Chain (25 Steps)
1 Chain = 100 links 
1 days work  (Man + Ox)
1 furlong * 1 chain= 1 acre
10 square Chains



FLPMA

FLPMA

FLPMA

FLPMA

ISD

ISD

ISD

FLPMA

ISD

10/21/98 
Policy

10/21/98 
Policy

SYU

SYU







Indian Forestry 
Can Sequester Carbon “Cool”



Primary Corpus of Indian Trust

Indians
Fish & Wildlife
Land & Resources

(forest resource=H2O)



25 USC 3103(15) & 25 CFR 163.11(b)

Guidelines for Comprehensive Indian Water Rights
Protection and Water Resources Management
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53 IAM 2-H § 2.5-PAA & 30 BIAM Supplement 10





Impact and Benefit
The IRWM Plan must contain a 
discussion of potential impacts and 
benefits of Plan implementation. 
This discussion must include both 
impacts and benefits within the 
IRWM Region, between regions, 
and those directly affecting DAC,   
EJ related concerns, and Native 
American Tribal communities.





California Native American 
Tribe

all Indigenous Communities of California, which 
are on the contact list maintained by the Native 
American Heritage Commission, including those 
that are federally nonrecognized and federally 
recognized, and those with allotment lands, 
regardless of whether they own those lands. 
Additionally, because some water bodies and 
Tribal boundaries cross State borders, this term 
may include Indigenous Communities in Oregon, 
Nevada, and Arizona that are impacted by water 
in California.



Group responsible for development 
of Plan

The IRWM Plan must include a 
description of the RWMG

responsible for the development 
and implementation of the Plan. 
RWMGs can include, but are not
limited to, local public agencies, 

non-profit organizations, privately 
owned water utilities regulated by
the Public Utilities Commission, 

tribal governments



Factors that a project review 
process should consider

projects for inclusion in the 
IRWM Plan:

Specific benefits to critical water issues 
for Native American tribal communities.  
The project review process must
consider if the project helps to address 
critical water supply and water 
quality needs of Native American 
tribal communities within the IRWM 
region. 



“Public” Involvement Processes

IRWM Plan needs to include a public 
(Indians & Non-Indians) involvement 
process

Native American tribes that have 
lands (USFS, BLM, USPS, BIA 
*federal trust for Indians) within the 
region



 Reinvention Needed



Decoding
Integrated Water Resource Management

Planning – Promoting Indian Values &
Sovereignty 



What is “Indian Water”
25 USC 3103(7)

"forest resources" means all 
the benefits derived from Indian 
forest lands, including forest 
products, soil productivity, 
water, fisheries, wildlife, 
recreation, and aesthetic or 
other traditional values of Indian 
forest lands



Are your forest resources part of 
a landscape?



Got Forest Resources



Forest Land-Water-Connectivity





Indian Trust & Restricted



“Restricted forestry” Rights
Sustained Yield 
Forest 
Management Act
Forest Landscape 
Restoration
FLPMA
ISDA
Tribal Forest 
Protection Act
LCC





Partnering with Indians as Equals

State of California
EO B-10-11

Feds
EO 13175
(25 USC 450)



Tribal Partnership Policy 
10/21/98

commits DoD to 
work closely with 
the tribes to 
better 
understand and 
address mutual 
concerns and 
interests



Sustained Yield Unit 
Emphasizes Fee & Indian Lands

To promote sustained-yield forest 
management in order thereby,(a). to 
stabilize communities, forest industries, 
employment, and taxable forest wealth; 
(b) to assure a continuous and ample 
supply of forest products; and (c) to 
secure the benefits of forests in 
regulation of water supply and stream 
flow, prevention of soil erosion, 
amelioration of climate, and 
preservation of wildlife. 



LANDSCAPE SCALE 
MANAGEMENT              
(Anchor Forests)







Promoting Sovereignty –
Indian Self Determination







An Organization By Any Other 
Name

IRWM Grants 
for:

Public Agencies
Non-Profit 
Organization

Tribal 
Organization    
(25 USC 450b.(l))



True Partners 
Play on a Level Playing Field



Are There Partners



Partnerships Should Not Be Feared 



But Embraced



Partnering with Indians
Promoting Sovereignty









Secure Funds for
Indian Forest Resources 

(Water)



Tribal Grant Writers & Partners

BIA Forestry 
Needs You

Promoting 
investments on or 
for Indian forests 
lands

(FL) Accounts



Zero ≠ $ 0.00



BIA Programs Disk

Gerald was


